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[ 4 ~SPIRIT NURTURING
~BEING COMMUNITY
~LIVING GENEROUSLY

LIVING THE CORE VEBLOF
1 Trusting in the goodseas Ife

1 Treating ourdees, others and our world with grace antpassion
T Honouring each oumegi vi dual 0s
1 Empowering people to claim their sinen gifts

1 Striving to practice the way of Jesus

The welcome we extend in this church is as broad and deep as we can meé
We welcomgou wherever you are on life's journey, no matter how young c
old you are, whatever your marital or economic Sakusbrientation or
gendeilidentity ethnic or cultural heritag@/e welcome those who consider

themselves to be Christians, thoseasehpart of other faith traditions and all
who seek taexplore the mysteries of life and serve the ideals of compassio
justice and peace.
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Mount Seymour United Church

REPORT FROM BCOUNCIL CHAIRCATHERINE BRANCH

|l tds been a pleasure to have serv.
As my first year as your Council Chair comes to a close, it is with great
pride that | look back over all that we have accomplished.

We have nowbeen with our new physical space for a year and

continue to grow into it. We have new rental partners but maintain our

excellent relationships with our existing ones, especially the Preschool.

People are enjoying the café space for everything from paren

waiting for children to finish programs to Thrift Shop customers and

staff taking a break to the congregation on Sunday after service

having meaningful conversation. The library is a warm and welcoming
place for quiet study and meetings. And whatwarsay about the Thrift

Shop? It has grown into its permanent space and then some and continues to servevaleausy
circle in our community with care and grace. It is a privilege to watch all of this growth.

We also had change to the exterior dfet building. Our newwating
Team has done a phenomenal job inside and out for the various seas
the church, and especially enhancing our outside stongptiatteright of
Good Friday installatiol)he new signage on the front of the buildinggi [}
us a clean look and lets the everyone really know our mission within t
community.

We have not had any changes to our ministerial leadership this past y
for the first time in a long while and we owe much to them for their ha
work for keeping uslaconnected. Ministers Reverend Nancy Talbot
(senior minister) and Reverend Wade Lifton (minister of community o
and emerging ministries) continue to work as a wonderful team providf
with thought provoking Sundays and pastoral care, conwersaew
initiatives, adult education and more. Our wonderful Children/Youth .
Mi nister, Anne EI Il i s, i's working hard with the
Community and supports the newly reformed Youth Group which has been doing exciting work. We
enjoy our increibdly talented Music Director, Julian Pattison, with his upbeat Sunday leadership in music,
on the piano, the organ and through voice. His enthusiasm is infectious. Our Music Ministry is complete
with the Gospel Choir team: Marcus Mosely and Dominiquaa Helgaron Stevens, our wonderful Church
Administrator, keeps all our operations in smooth order with grace and friendliness. She is aided
administratively by so many volunteers, and, in particular, Heidi Carota, who has been acting as our
book keeper and-ay Butterfield, our envelope officer, Fay Butterfield. Thank you so all of you for all

that you have done this past year to keep our church family not only operational but dynamic.
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Council held a retreat in October to review our past year and to plath#priorities for the coming

year. It was a wonderful day of fellowship and conversation that focused our thoughts on the future of
our church family and its role in the community. After much discussion, we decided on three priorities for
the coming yar:

1. Building spirituality and equipping people to talk about their faith;
2. Maintaining a healthy Thrift Shop; and
3. Doing some financial planning to ensure long term sustainability.

Time is allocated at each council meeting to discuss at least one ofithrégesevery month with a
hope to move creative ideas forward.

With respect to building spirituality, we are hoping to involve more people in our Sunday services
through prayers, messages and sermons on their own experiences with God as well ag eguatpi

for faith discussions in such safe environments as conversation at commuialen@aifgil practices

this each time we meet beginning with one member sharing a personal faith reflaetibnrift Shop is

growing so quickly that they regeiisome assistance with planning for the future and council has made
itself available to assist in any capacity that is helpful. Financial sustainability is an important issue as the
capital campaign for the building renovation is ending and we no longerahfund set aside for our

roof which will need to be redone in the next short while.

We have had an excellent year with such additional accomplishments such as a revamped website and
ongoing improvements around the building. We had a community Openarddusave opened our

doors for community dinners. We continue to nurture the spirit, be community and live generously as the
Mount Seymour United Church family and | could not be prouder!

With blessings,

Catherine Branch

2015-2016 Council Tearr
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REPORT FROM OUR BIEIR REVNANCY TALBOT

This past year has been a go@xperience of learning just what
oopening more spaces and pl aces
communi tydéd can mean. I | ove wat
space and hearing the buzz in the ThriftfBlvben sorters, pricers,
sellers and shoppers come together. It delights me on a Saturday
afternoon to watch children gather in the foyer to play music or on

a Friday night sit around tables to play games. Seeing someone
lounging in the library enjoyirspme solitude and a good book

brings a smile to my face. There is something very holy about

these ways of being community that speak to the heart of what it
means for us to be the Body of Christ in this place.

|l 6m grateful this ugtedonlytoass been

onewdé space but also to the gift
has allowed us to really begin to live into this moment and it feels like we are learning lots. We are
learning that when you build a permanent space for a Thrift $bapcustomer and volunteer bases
grow. That in turn invites new questions: What does it mean to manage a growing operation? What
does it mean to be a church with a Thrift Shop
connected to our worshipgicommunity? We are learning that there are many more opportunities to
make our café more like a café. Unexpectedly acquiring an espresso machine from the old Heartwood
Café operation has opened that door if only we had the time to walk through ithr&dearning that
tables and chairs and a comfortable place to hang out invites people to spend time with one another and
that in turns builds community. So many good things happen in our space.

In the midst of all of this our awareness of the increasitigarization of the world around us is pushing

us to get clearer about what it means to be a church and how we speak with others about our life of
faith. Much of what we have done as a congregation this year has intentionally helped us to do that
speakng. From a council that opens its meeting with a personal faith story, to worship services including
individuals sharing the way they live out their faith to life groups and Animate groups we are getting
better at witnessing to one another about why bgiaig of a church community matters to us. Even our
children and youth are becoming more fluent about biblical stories and how they impact their life.

People who visit tell us they can sense the Spirit at work in our midst. béaatifulcommentary o

our life together.

| applaud our Council for making our spiritual life a priority this year and our Worship team for
continuing to find ways to help us both learn about our faith tradition and eftghgeugh creative and
meaningful practices. | celake the care and commitment our building and administration team gives to
tending our space so it reflects bdtle sacred nature of our wowhile accommodating our practical
needs. | cherish the engagement our children, youth, life group and gp#ittieé leaders offer

through their ministries. | am in endless awe of all our volunteers from Sylvia in the library to Ken and
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James who make sure we can hear what is being said in the sanctuary, from communion servers to thrift
shop volunteers and tleosho make time to pray for others and visit them in times of need.

The other day | found myself reflecting on how fortunate | am to have been called to journey with such an
amazing group of people. We are resilient and capable because we have opendtearts and our
lives not just to one another, but to the source ofrifiegaace that animates our living

My own time has been spent this year offering leadership not only in the congregation but also in the
wider church as acting chair of Vancouwarddd Presbytery. | am grateful for the support | have had
from this community for that wotkam also gratefufor the support the core staff received this year to

take a few days of retreat. This offered fiocusd time not only to strengthen oungection with one
another but also to do the kind of planning that has enabled us to be better organized and more able to
lead from a place of strength and stability this year.

Thank you to Catherine Branch and the council for their faithful and dedézatedship this year.
Thank you to our staff: Wade, Anne, Sharon, Dominique, Marcus, Heidi and Sheldon for their hard work
and enduring commitment.

It has been a very rewarding year. | look forward to the opportunities and challenges awaiting us in the
year to come and anticipate it will offer us even more lessonshtamteso reflect on how we are
being called to serve the world in love.

In faith and trust,

Nancy
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REPORT FROM OUR AGROE MINISTEREV. WADE LIFTON
(MINISTER OF COMMUXNIQUTREACH AND EMERGMISISTRIES)

We began the year with discernment
seek justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God. We carried our
di scernment into Lent, asking, OLO:«

We wrestled with how to not only deal with the downstream affects of

larger problems, but also try getting upstream. Our open house SEED

Tal ks included oOFaithful Voices for
conversations about the Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion

Our discernment revealed a lot of energy and curiosity around mental

health conversations. Once the topic was out in the open, more people
came forward to share stories of their own mental health challenges and
diagnoses. Others wanted to know howupport family members or
wondered what we even mean by mental health. Six of us from the church
attended a day of peer support training and ar e
support group this Easter.

We have engaged these disceram questions and emerging steps whiléiraang our existing outreach

initiatives.

9 The Thrift Shop continues to grow, navigating the challenges and celebrations in their weekly practices
of sorting, laughing, recycling, listening, selling, recyclingpréng and welcoming.

9 The Curating Team has created seasonal installatigissi&dly convepur message of welcome at the
entrance of the building and foyer.

9 The Mission and Outreach team continues to coordinate ongoing events, from regular sasdwiches f
First United to the Panorama Park picnic where we get to eat, play and visit with our neighbours in the
Downtown Eastside.

9 We continue the ongoing work and waiting of preparing and praying for the Badran and Mohammed
families to arrive from Irag.

Somay good outreach initiatives happen in this
remember that outreach is about more than organized initiatives. The question at the heart of community
outreachis How i s pr act i ci nypwmife and ey participationanriransfarmingithe g m
worl d?60

At the beginning of September we blessed backpacks and briefcases that were brought to worship. We
celebrated the greatest outreach that Mount Seymour United Church offers theowoddilyliving -

the moments in which we choose how to receive a
strangers, families, government.

May our outreach ministries and our daily living continue to deepen our practice of nurturing spirit, being
commnity and living generously.
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CHILDREN AND YOUBADRER ANNE ELLIS

I n the gospel stories, Jesus says, ©0
them, in the middle of teaching the adults, and says that only those who are

like children will enter the Kihgm of God. We have used this story to guide

how we engage with our kids, encouraging exploration of their faith through
play, prayer, questions and wondering.

|ltds been a wonderful year too. Wedv
Community, somuchsoth@® 6 ve had to create two ¢
4 -8) and Youth (ages 9 and up).

In February we took nine kicjji
and 2 leadersto thelmagine S F-8
Chi | dr e nadStillwBcel [ 4
retreat Center, near Cultus Lake. We have been taki <
children to this regat for 5 years. The kids make frieng
with kids from the wider church community and enjoy}
great food, games, crafts, play and faith over the couf™
of a weekend. Many of our kids look forward to this eg®
each year. |

The Youth Groupegan in 2016 witlthree courageus

leaders: Mary Sparks, Matt Branch and Amy Watt. With their
enthusiasm, we began our very populatAgjés Board

Game evenings and planned a number of fun activities for
our youth. The youth went on hikes in the spring and fall, had
a sleemver in June, watched movies here at the church, and
went to the movies one Sunday afternoon.

The Youth Group, along with the younger children, has also
engaged in a number of outreach projetit® biggest one
occurring
during
Advent
when they did funéising for Gifts with Vision, the
downtown eastside and a school in Cambodia. They &
raised money selling cookies and candy canes and
requesting donations of
for people struggling with homelessness.

The Youth and Childrenisad over $700 in 2016
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The youngest members of our Church family have spent time exploring their faith through Godly Play
stories, Holy Moly videos, creating art, playing games and taking an interactive role in various parts of
worship.

In the Fall 02016 we began the practice of using Lego Bricks for Prayg
Each brick in this photo represents a prayer said by one of our kids. T
use the bricks to pray a gratitude, pray for others, pray for diversity an
pray for our community where they are lovaett accepted.

Summer is usually a quiet time in our Children and Youth Community,
this year the church saw a very busy week as we hosted Camp Spirit, §
summer day camp, in our newly renovated spaces. 20 kids agé&8,4 C
along with Youth leaders amdnumber of youth and adult volunteers spg¢
a week here learning, playing and growing together in faith. '

As fall started we resumed-FBoard Game nights an
Suppersdé to our children, youth amderfgageinl vy even
interactive spiritual practices. Both 2016 events in October and December were well attended with
people of all ages.

On December 24th we held 2 Christmas eve services at 4pm and 7pm. The 4pm service is for families
with young children artflis year we saw well over 100 people in atttance- the largest number we
can remember at this service.

We are pleased that our children and youth commusity
growing. Each week that we see children arrive happy and
excited to be here, we remembdrat this is what church is

- a place to be welcome, to know you are loved and a
place to know you are safe.

| am so grateful to all my volunteer leaders who make our
church community such a beautiful place to work and be.
Wedre | ooki ng datoyyeanim207. anot he
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MUSIC LEADERULIAN PATTISON

Music is a very important part of our Sunday worship life are so
blessed and grateful for the multitude of musical offerings in 2016.

We continue to have fithful group of singer®ining Juéin on

Sunday mornings. Special thanks to Gillian Cole, Eunice Ftaltay,
Furniss, Bobbie Grimard, Ross Dunnet, Susie Ha, Mardi and Stan
Joughin, and Sylvia and Gert Zandberg for their musical contributions.
Gillian Colemoved to White Rock this pastedamd we miss her very
much!

We are very thankful for our "thouse" musicians especially Mary
Sparks, Ruth Townsend, and on occasion lan Jarvis who who enhance
our worship with their offerings. We are grateful for Ruth's willingness
to lead music on thau8days Julian is unable to do Baring the summer months Dominique Hogan and
Caitlin Hayes alsbelped fill in.

Each month we welcome and enjoy Marcus Mosely and
community Gospel Choir, composed of any visto @ join them. We have experienced truly inspiring and

moving worship provided by their leadership and look forward to hearing the choir and their dynamic musical
talents. Many thanks to Dan Morrison and Christian Findlay who volunteer as guest aru§iospel

Sundays.

Again this year Catherine Branch led a choir on Advent IV and Christmas Eve. We added some extra
rehearsals this year and the choir was a "hit" at both services. We very much appreciate the contributions of
Catherine and all the padipants!

Respectfully submitted,

Julian Pattison
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ADMINSTRATOR/ COMMIZRTIONS COORDINATPBHARON STEVENS

Another year has flown by, and it seems asigfiowe arenicely settling into
all of our new spaces and place$te building habeen getting rave
reviews this past year from renters and visitors aliked@&lenewoutdoor
signageand paint jobhave been particularcrowd favourites

This seems like the best place to recognize and same othe many
wonderful volunteerthatlend theitime and hearts to MSUJeel so
fortunate that | get to work wittuch amazingand generousoulon a
daily basis

Thank you to the Counting Team, led by Donna Pawluk and including
Burton Branch, Barry Fenton, and Gladys Johnktmoount and deposit
theweekly offering And thanks particularly to Barry Fentamovoffered
histime andprofessional exgrtiseto reworking the rental agreements
and proceduresvith me

I'mgrateful toFay Butterfield for continuinig so ably manag all the congregational donations and
tax receipts It's a very big job, and we would be lost without Féiyn going to miss Hei@arota as
our bookkeeper it hasbeenso greatworking withher these past couple of yedré&\nd ahuge thank
yougoes out tany faithful office volunteddeather Woolstonavho joins menostFriday morningfor
office work and cheery conversation!

The mostewarding piece of work for me this yeamas the launch of the new websitevas a large
undertaking, andin so grateful to Catherine Branch for taking the lead on theqgbrajel guiding us to
completion

TheOpenHousein May (photo, rightwas a
resounding succeand for this we owe aebt of
gratitude to Meg Clarke. Meg created and led a
inspiredteam of volunteers to imagine and plan t
full-day event, compte with Mount Seymour
Unitedsinaugural SEEETalks.

I'm boking forward to the upcoming year and al
that it may bring. Drop by mydoor is open!

Warmly,

SharonStevens
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ADMINISTRATION TEREPOR[IDILYS SOSTAD

= =4 4 -4 A4 A

During the massive renovation of our beautiful building in 2015 there
were two teams steering the construction work, the Building Team and
the Administration Team. A20fL6 the teams are consolidated to the
Admin Team which consist3awhes Fulton, Burton Branch, Sharon
Stevens, Leslie Buerschaper, Gladys Johnston, Dilys Sos&ithron
Brain left the team for a welarned break after doing Trojan work
throughout thesnovation.

This year the team has been working through a punch list of items
necessary to finish the renovation once the major construction ended.
Completed work includes:

Sound proofing of windows and doors into the sanctuary.
Frosting the windowstime narthex.

Painting the exterior of the church and installing signage
Installing security lighting outside the building.

Building the drop off shed and fence for thrift shop donations.
Installing the large concrete pad in front of the new thrift shtoprese.
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