
June 11, 2025 - Mount Seymour United Church Council Meeting Minutes - Approved 

 

1. Opening  
 
Rev. Debra Bowman  
 
In attendance: Kirsten Harkins, Kim Branch, Younis Skoussi, Steve Wellenbrink, Tierney 
Ness, Doug Querns, Jeff Smith 
 
Regrets: Catherine Branch, Linda Matthews 
Lorna Leckie has resigned from Council for personal reasons. 
 
This is the first official meeting for our new Council members. As noted in the Mount 

Seymour United Church Constitution:  
 

7.4     Members of the Council shall be elected for a term of two (2) years at annual 
general meetings of the Community of Faith. The annual term of office for the 
Council shall be from June 1 to the following May 31… 

 
Kirsten call to order at 7:15. Quorum met. 
 
Rev. Bowman opened with a devotional. 

 
2. Approve Previous Council Meeting Minutes 
 

 Motion to approve May 22, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 
Doug/Tierney PASSED 
 

3. Minister’s Report 
 

Rev. Debra shared her report verbally, and followed with a written report. 
 

4. Financial Report  
 

Jeff Smith provided a verbal report: 
 
Finances are strong at first half of year with $100,000 in operating funds.  
 
All funds for restorative care leave have been received.  
 
May come in August with a request for withdrawal of investment funds from the Trustees.  
 
No significant A/R or A/P. 
 
Insurance has been renewed with existing underwriter. 

 
5. Property Report 
 

Steve Wellinbrink provided a report on the Sacred Garden under new business item. 
Electrician will be called for sanctuary lighting. 
 
HVAC system for kitchen is being considered, will come be expensed from property budget. 
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6. M & P Report 
 

Discussed under new business.  
 
7. New Business 
 

 Sacred Garden Update – Steve Wellenbrink 
 

Granite cubes and slab have been donated by the contractor.  
 
Stone table to be installed near sanctuary exit door.  
 
Contractor has constructed gravel paths around the building.  
 
The plantings have utilized river rock, moss and native plantings, in collaboration with 
the Wild Bird Trust and nursery.  
 
Emphasis on desire lines of the community. 
 

 Discuss of potential members of MPS Committee – submitted by Catherine Branch in 
advance of meeting. 

 
Motion to approve the list and appoint those who accept the invitation, as amended. 
 
Jeff/Doug PASSED 
 

8. Next Council meeting 
 

 Wednesday, August 27th, 7pm 
 

 Fall Retreat, September 27th, 10am-2pm: Transition planning  
 
9. Meeting Adjournment: 8:40 pm 


